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following inventors: Donald M. Gray, III, and John Allen Tardif. 
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X_ A specification, claims, abstract, and cover page in total comprising thirty-two (32) 
pages. 
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Form PTO 1595 recordation cover sheet. 
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A Certificate of Mailing by "Express Mail" certifying a filing date by use of Express 
Mail Label No. EL695574958US. 



Priority to 



(country) Application Serial No. 



is claimed under 35 U.S.C. § 1 19. 



filed on 



A certified copy of foreign priority application Serial No. 
An Associate Power of Attorney. 
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TOTAL 
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X. Form PTO-2038 submitting Credit Card Payment in the amount of $956 is enclosed 
to cover: 

X The $9 1 6.00 government filing fee. 
_X_ The $40.00 recordation fee of the enclosed assignment. 



Please debit Deposit Account No. 23-3178 in the amount of $_ 
government filing fee. 



for the 



Please debit Deposit Account No. 23-3178 in the amount of $40.00 for recordation 
of the enclosed Assignment. 

The Commissioner is hereby authorized to charge payment of the following fees 
associated with this communication or credit any overpayment to Deposit Account 
No. 23-3178. 



X 



Any additional filing fees required under 37 C.F.R. § 1.16. 
Any patent application processing fees under 37 C.F.R. § 1.17. 



X 



The Commissioner is hereby authorized to charge payment of the following fees 
during the pendency of this application or credit any overpayment to Deposit 
Account No. 23-3178. 
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A Any filing fees under 37 C.F.R. § 1 . 1 6 for presentation of extra claims. 

X. Any patent application processing fees under 37 C.F.R. §1.17. 

The issue fee set forth in 37 C.F.R. § 1 . 1 8 at or before mailing of the Notice 

of Allowance, pursuant to 37 C.F.R. § 1.31 1(b). 

X A duplicate copy of this letter is enclosed. 

Please address all future correspondence in connection with the above-identified patent 
application to the attention of the following: 

RICK D. NYDEGGER 
WORKMAN, NYDEGGER & SEELEY 

1000 Eagle Gate Tower 

60 East South Temple 
Salt Lake City, Utah 841 1 1 
Telephone: (801) 533-9800 

Dated this 3 1 st day of October 2000. 

Respectfully submitted, 

CARL T. REED 
Attorney for Applicant 
Registration No. 45,454 
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BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

1. The Field of the Invention 

The present invention relates to systems and methods for compositing an image. 
More particularly, the present invention relates to systems and methods for compositing an 
image by minimizing the memory required to composite the image and for improving the 
color quality of the image. 

2. The Prior State of the Art 

Televisions, computer monitors, and other display devices are capable of 
displaying many different kinds of signals, data, and images. Instead of receiving signals 
over a line of sight antenna, more and more people are receiving digital television signals 
over cable and satellite systems. These media are also being increasingly used to connect 
people with the Internet, and many people are beginning to have television and Internet 
access over the same medium. As a result, the display devices and as well as the set top 
boxes that receive those signals and data are being required to effectively handle those 
signals and data in order to display images that may be generated from those signals and 
data. 

Displaying these images can be a difficult task for a variety of reasons. For 
example, consider how ordinary digital data, such as the data encountered on the Internet, 
is operated on by a set top box before an image may be generated from the digital data and 
displayed to the user. Because the Internet data can include a variety of graphic data, video 
streams, and other data types, it is necessary to identify the sources of data that will be 
used to generate the image. The generation of an image involves compositing the image 
from the data of the identified sources. 
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Compositing the Internet data is a lengthy process that often involves multiple data 
buffers. If the image to be displayed includes, for example, data from both a video source 
and a graphic source, it is often necessary to have buffers for both sampling the video and 
graphic data as well as buffers for resizing the video and graphic data. After this data has 
been sampled and resized, the data is ready to be composited into an image and displayed 
on the display device. 

The final step of compositing the image often requires a system of full size image 
buffers. Typically, a double image buffer is used to display images that are being 
composited. While one of the image buffers containing a composited image is being 
displayed, the other image buffer is used to composite the next image. After the second 
image buffer has been composited, it is displayed while the image buffer that just finished 
being displayed is used to composite the next image. This process is repeated for each 
image being displayed on the display device. 

Processing data in this manner requires a significant amount of memory, but newer 
technologies such as High Definition Television (HDTV) require even more memory in 
order to provide a double image buffer to both composite and display the images. The 
images that are included in HDTV have more lines in each image and more pixels in each 
line. Also the data that describes each pixel is often more complex. As a result, significant 
bandwidth is required to accommodate HDTV data. In fact, it is usually necessary to 
compress HDTV signals in order to fit within available bandwidths. As a result, the data 
that describes the images of HDTV requires significant resources because of the memory 
requirements. This amount of memory can be expensive, especially in consumer devices 
that are sensitive to cost. 
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Another problem associated with displaying images generated from various types 
of data on a display device is that the graphics on a particular image often overlap. In 
some instances, only the top image is visible to the user. However, the underlying 
graphics are usually composited without regard to whether they would be visible to the 
user. Compositing the data included in a graphic that will not be visible to a user is not 
only an inefficient use of time, but is also an expensive use of memory, particularly when 
there are several portions of the image that may overlap. In the case of HDTV, this can be 
a significant problem because a large amount of data is used to define and describe each 
portion of the image. 

Another drawback of image composition is that when an image is composited, the 
color or video quality of the image often suffers because not all of the data that is used to 
generate the image is in the same color space. Some of the data is in the Red Green Blue 
(RGB) color space, and some of the data may be in the YCbCr (referred to herein as YUV) 
color space where the Y represents the luma component and the U and V represent the 
color difference or chrominance components. The data can also be represented in other 
color spaces. As a result, compositing an image for display may require the data to be 
converted from one color space to another color space several times. Each time a color 
space is converted to another color space, information is lost or distorted, and the lost or 
distorted information translates to poorer image quality as well as poorer image color. 

This problem is particularly evident when a particular portion of an image is 
derived from more than one source. In these situations, the sources are typically converted 
to a single color space and blended. This often requires a color space conversion matrix 
for each separate source. Because each source may be converted, the conversion matrices, 
which are significant pieces of logic, are implemented multiple times. After the data 
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sources have been converted to a common color space or format, they are blended together 
to produce an appropriate output. The main drawback is that each color space conversion 
degrades the ultimate output. 
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SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

Before an image is displayed on a display device, all of the graphic data, video 
data, and other data is composited. The systems and methods for compositing an image 
provided by the present invention effectively minimize the memory requirements for 
displaying an image by reading the data being displayed directly from the data sources. By 
reading the data directly from the sources, the double buffering requirements can be 
significantly reduced or eliminated. In effect, reading image data directly from image data 
sources saves memory bandwidth and memory footprint. For example, a traditional design 
reads image source data into hardware, outputs a composited frame to memory, and reads 
the composited frame from memory to the video output hardware. The systems and 
methods of the present invention eliminate the steps of outputting a composited frame to 
memory and reading the composited frame from memory to the video output hardware. 

The image to be displayed is divided into spans, lines, and slices. Each line 
typically has one or more spans and each slice has at least one line. The vertically adjacent 
spans in each line of each slice are from the same source. As each line is rasterized, the 
sources that correspond to each span within the line are read at the appropriate time. This 
enables the image to be composited in real time. The amount of data read from each 
source corresponds to the amount of pixel data needed for the pixels in a particular span. 

An advantage of compositing an image in this manner is that portions of the image, 
such as graphics, that are either translucent or opaque can be handled more efficiently 
because each span can have more than one source. If the portion of the image being 
rasterized is translucent, then the various sources are simultaneously read, blended and 
displayed. If the portion of the image being rasterized is opaque, then only the source that 
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corresponds to the visible portion is read. This enhances efficiency because the sources 
that are not visible are not read and do not consume processing time. 

Another feature of the present invention is the ability to eliminate flicker that may 
be associated with some portions of an image by filtering the image data. Flickering may 
be caused, for example, by an interlaced screen where a line of a graphic is only displayed 
half of the time. When the span that represents the line is encountered, the data from 
vertically adjacent spans can be used as sources that are read and blended with the current 
span data. Blending the data in this manner eliminates the flicker. 

The present invention also has the feature of improving the video or color quality 
of an image by minimizing the number of times a color space conversion occurs. This is 
accomplished by blending all sources having the same color space before blending sources 
having different color spaces. Thus, rather than implement logic to convert each separate 
source, the sources having the same color space are blended before they are converted to a 
different color space. In this manner, it is possible to only perform a single color space 
conversion. Because color space conversions result in lower quality or poorer color, 
performing a single color space conversion improves the quality of the image that is 
ultimately displayed. 

Additional features and advantages of the invention will be set forth in the 
description which follows, and in part will be obvious from the description, or may be 
learned by the practice of the invention. The features and advantages of the invention may 
be realized and obtained by means of the instruments and combinations particularly 
pointed out in the appended claims. These and other features of the present invention will 
become more fully apparent from the following description and appended claims, or may 
be learned by the practice of the invention as set forth hereinafter. 
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BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 



In order that the manner in which the above-recited and other advantages and 
features of the invention are obtained, a more particular description of the invention briefly 
described above will be rendered by reference to specific embodiments thereof which are 
illustrated in the appended drawings. Understanding that these drawings depict only 
typical embodiments of the invention and are not therefore to be considered to be limiting 
of its scope, the invention will be described and explained with additional specificity and 
detail through the use of the accompanying drawings in which: 

Figure 1 illustrates an exemplary system that provides a suitable operating 
environment for the present invention; 

Figure 2 is a block diagram illustrating the slices, lines, and spans of an image 
including active and blank pixel areas; 

Figure 3 illustrates the active pixel area of an image including video data, graphic 
data, translucent image portions and opaque image portions; 

Figure 4 illustrates both a line having multiple spans and the sources that are read 
as those spans are displayed; 

Figure 5 illustrates a control structure that is used to store the context information 
of an image that is being displayed; 

Figure 6 illustrates a series of quarter size image buffers that are used for 
displaying an image on a display device; 

Figure 7 is a block diagram of a blending component that receives data streams 
from multiple sources, blends the sources that are in the same color space, converts the 
blended streams to a single color space, and produces an output for display; and 
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Figure 8 is a block diagram that illustrates the data sources for eliminating the 
that may be associated with a portion of an image. 



- Page 9 - 



Docket No. 14531.74 



1 

2 
3 
4 
5 
6 
7 
8 
9 
10 
11 
12 
13 
14 
15 
16 
17 
18 
19 
20 
21 
22 
23 
24 



DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE INVENTION 

As used herein, "image" refers to what is shown on a display device and can 
include both the active pixel areas and the blank pixel areas. An image can be a frame and 
can include video data, graphic data, Internet data and other types of data that are displayed 
on a display device. Images are typically displayed one after another on the display 
device. 

For a given display, there are typically many different windows that are being 
shown. For example, when a user is viewing Internet data, there may be some 
synthetically generated windows or borders, three dimensional graphics, a video stream 
and other data displayed in each image. Each image generated for this type of display is 
composited by the present invention directly from the data sources. Thus, when a portion 
of video data is needed, that portion of the video data is simply read from the source and 
displayed. 

The present invention extends to both methods and systems for compositing an 
image. The embodiments of the present invention may comprise a special purpose or 
general purpose computer including various computer hardware, as discussed in greater 
detail below. 

Embodiments within the scope of the present invention also include computer- 
readable media for carrying or having computer-executable instructions or data structures 
stored thereon. Such computer-readable media can be any available media which can be 
accessed by a general purpose or special purpose computer. By way of example, and not 
limitation, such computer-readable media can comprise RAM, ROM, EEPROM, CD-ROM 
or other optical disk storage, magnetic disk storage or other magnetic storage devices, or 
any other medium which can be used to carry or store desired program code means in the 
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form of computer-executable instructions or data structures and which can be accessed by 
a general purpose or special purpose computer. When information is transferred or 
provided over a network or another communications connection (either hardwired, 
wireless, or a combination of hardwired or wireless) to a computer, the computer properly 
views the connection as a computer-readable medium. Thus, any such a connection is 
properly termed a computer-readable medium. Combinations of the above should also be 
included within the scope of computer-readable media. Computer-executable instructions 
comprise, for example, instructions and data which cause a general purpose computer, 
special purpose computer, or special purpose processing device to perform a certain 
function or group of functions. 

Figure 1 and the following discussion are intended to provide a brief, general 
description of a suitable computing environment in which the invention may be 
implemented. Although not required, the invention will be described in the general context 
of computer-executable instructions, such as program modules, being executed by 
computers in network environments. Generally, program modules include routines, 
programs, objects, components, data structures, etc. that perform particular tasks or 
implement particular abstract data types. Computer-executable instructions, associated 
data structures, and program modules represent examples of the program code means for 
executing steps of the methods disclosed herein. The particular sequence of such 
executable instructions or associated data structures represent examples of corresponding 
acts for implementing the functions described in such steps. 

Those skilled in the art will appreciate that the invention may be practiced in 
network computing environments with many types of computer system configurations, 
including set top boxes, personal computers, hand-held devices, multi-processor systems, 
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microprocessor-based or programmable consumer electronics, network PCs, 
minicomputers, mainframe computers, and the like. The invention may also be practiced 
in distributed computing environments where tasks are performed by local and remote 
processing devices that are linked (either by hardwired links, wireless links, or by a 
combination of hardwired or wireless links) through a communications network. In a 
distributed computing environment, program modules may be located in both local and 
remote memory storage devices. 

With reference to Figure 1, an exemplary system for implementing the invention 
includes a general purpose computing device in the form of a conventional computer 20, 
including a processing unit 21, a system memory 22, and a system bus 23 that couples 
various system components including the system memory 22 to the processing unit 21. 
The system bus 23 may be any of several types of bus structures including a memory bus 
or memory controller, a peripheral bus, and a local bus using any of a variety of bus 
architectures. The system memory includes read only memory (ROM) 24 and random 
access memory (RAM) 25. A basic input/output system (BIOS) 26, containing the basic 
routines that help transfer information between elements within the computer 20, such as 
during start-up, may be stored in ROM 24. 

The computer 20 may also include a magnetic hard disk drive 27 for reading from 
and writing to a magnetic hard disk 39, a magnetic disk drive 28 for reading from or 
writing to a removable magnetic disk 29, and an optical disk drive 30 for reading from or 
writing to removable optical disk 31 such as a CD-ROM or other optical media. The 
magnetic hard disk drive 27, magnetic disk drive 28, and optical disk drive 30 are 
connected to the system bus 23 by a hard disk drive interface 32, a magnetic disk drive- 
interface 33, and an optical drive interface 34, respectively. The drives and their 
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associated computer-readable media provide nonvolatile storage of computer-executable 
instructions, data structures, program modules and other data for the computer 20. 
Although the exemplary environment described herein employs a magnetic hard disk 39, a 
removable magnetic disk 29 and a removable optical disk 31, other types of computer 
readable media for storing data can be used, including magnetic cassettes, flash memory 
cards, digital video disks, Bernoulli cartridges, RAMs, ROMs, and the like. 

Program code means comprising one or more program modules may be stored on 
the hard disk 39, magnetic disk 29, optical disk 31, ROM 24 or RAM 25, including an 
operating system 35, one or more application programs 36, other program modules 37, and 
program data 38. A user may enter commands and information into the computer 20 
through keyboard 40, pointing device 42, or other input devices (not shown), such as a 
microphone, joy stick, game pad, satellite dish, scanner, or the like. These and other input 
devices are often connected to the processing unit 21 through a serial port interface 46 
coupled to system bus 23. Alternatively, the input devices may be connected by other 
interfaces, such as a parallel port, a game port or a universal serial bus (USB). A monitor 
47 or another display device is also connected to system bus 23 via an interface, such as 
video adapter 48. In addition to the monitor, personal computers typically include other 
peripheral output devices (not shown), such as speakers and printers. 

The computer 20 may operate in a networked environment using logical 
connections to one or more remote computers, such as remote computers 49a and 49b. 
Remote computers 49a and 49b may each be another personal computer, a server, a router, 
a network PC, a peer device or other common network node, and typically include many or 
all of the elements described above relative to the computer 20, although only memory 
storage devices 50a and 50b and their associated application programs 36a and 36b have 
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been illustrated in Figure 1. The logical connections depicted in Figure 1 include a local 
area network (LAN) 51 and a wide area network (WAN) 52 that are presented here by way 
of example and not limitation. Such networking environments are commonplace in office- 
wide or enterprise-wide computer networks, intranets and the Internet. 

When used in a LAN networking environment, the computer 20 is connected to the 
local network 51 through a network interface or adapter 53. When used in a WAN 
networking environment, the computer 20 may include a modem 54, a wireless link, or 
other means for establishing communications over the wide area network 52, such as the 
Internet. The modem 54, which may be internal or external, is connected to the system bus 
23 via the serial port interface 46. In a networked environment, program modules depicted 
relative to the computer 20, or portions thereof, may be stored in the remote memory 
storage device. It will be appreciated that the network connections shown are exemplary 
and other means of establishing communications over wide area network 52 may be used. 

Figure 2 is a block diagram that generically illustrates an image 200. The image 
200 is includes an active pixel area 204 and a blank pixel area 202. Typically, the active 
pixel area 204 is contained within the blank pixel area 202. The active pixel area 204 is 
used to display video, graphics, text, colors and the like. The image 200 can be either a 
frame or a field for display. Usually, images are displayed one after another. The width of 
the image 200 is described by the Xscreen 212 and the height of the image 200 is described 
by the Yscreen 214. The width or the active pixel area 204 is described by the Hsize 216 
and the height of the active pixel area 204 is described by the Vsize 218. 

The image 200 includes multiple lines represented by line 208. The line 208 may 
be, for example, scan line of a frame buffer and may be described as a group of contiguous 
pixels that have the same vertical axis value in the display area. The line 208 includes 
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pixels in both the active pixel area 204 as well as the blank pixel area 202, although a line 
may also refer only to the spans in the active pixel area 204. Each line may be divided into 
one or more spans, illustrated as spans 206 and 207. The spans 207 are in the blank pixel 
area 202 while the spans 206 are located in the active pixel area 204. Each span 206 or 
207 is a contiguous section of a line and each span 206 or 207 is generated from the same 
source or sources. Thus, each individual span of a line will be generated from the same 
streams and control information. A stream includes a data stream received from a source 
such as Direct Memory Access (DMA), and may be described as the information that 
corresponds to or generates contiguous pixels. 

A slice, which is illustrated as slice 210, is a set of contiguous lines that each have 
spans that are related. The vertically related or vertically adjacent spans within a slice are 
from the same source or sources and have the same width. The slice 210 includes the lines 
having the spans 220 and 219, while the slice 21 1 includes the lines having the spans 221, 
222, and 223. In this manner, the image 200 may be defined in terms of streams, spans, 
lines, and slices. 

Figure 3 is a block diagram that more specifically identifies the spans, lines and 
slices of a particular image. The image 250 is displayed on a display device 249, which 
may be a television screen, a computer monitor or other device. The image 250 includes a 
video 257 and a graphic 258, illustrates the concept of translucent image portions using the 
graphics 263 and 264, and shows the concept of opaque image portions using graphics 266 
and 267. 

As shown in the image 250, which does not include blank pixel area in this 
example, the video 257 is vertically longer than the graphic 258. Thus, the line 268 
includes spans of both the video 257 and the graphic 258 while the line 269 does not 

- Page 15 - Docket No. 14531.74 



1 

2 
3 
4 
5 
6 
7 
8 
9 
10 
11 
12 
13 
14 
15 
16 
17 
18 
19 
20 
21 
22 
23 
24 



nclude any spans of the graphic 258. Because the lines do not have similar spans, they 
cannot be included in the same slice. The line 268 has spans 252, 253, 254, 255, and 256, 
ind all the lines in the slice 251 have these same spans. Because the line 269 does not 
lave the same spans as the line 268, it is in the slice 259 rather than the slice 251, and lines 
n the slice 259 have the spans 260, 261, and 262. 

The image portion 265, which is where the graphic 263 overlaps with the graphic 
264 is translucent because the graphics are blended together on the display 249. The 
Dverlap between the graphic 266 and the graphic 267, however, is opaque because only one 
of the graphics is displayed while the other graphic is obscured by the other graphic. This 
is important when an image is analyzed to determine which sources should be used as the 
graphics are displayed. In accordance with the present invention, obscured graphics can be 
effectively ignored as the image 249 is generated. 

Figure 4 is a block diagram illustrating the generation of an image in the context of 
a line. Figure 4 illustrates a line 400 having spans 405, 406, and 407. Figure 4 also 
illustrates source 401, 402, 403, and 404. The data to generate the span 405 is read from 
the source 401 . The data to formulate the span 406 is read from the source 401, the source 
403 and the source 404. The data to create the span 407 is read from the source 401, 402, 
403, and 404. Because some of the spans are generated from multiple sources, it is often 
necessary to blend the sources before they are actually displayed. A preferred system and 
method for blending the sources is described in reference to Figure 7. 

Generally, each span of a line can be generated from one or more sources and the 
data for the span 405 is read before the data for the span 406. Similarly, the data for the 
span 406 is read before the data for the span 407. Thus, the sources that provide data for 
the spans are read as the span is rasterized in one embodiment of the present invention. 
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Vlore simply, the present invention composites the image directly from the sources rather 
than using double image buffers where one image buffer is used for compositing the video 
while the other image buffer is used to display an image that was previously composited. 

The rasterization of the span 405 includes reading the appropriate amount of data 
from the source 401. Generating the span 406 includes reading the appropriate data from 
the sources 401, 403 and 404, If the span 406 corresponds to a translucent image or 
graphic, then the sources for the span 406 are blended. If the span 406 corresponds to an 
opaque image or graphic and the data from the source 401 is to be visible, then the sources 
403 and 404 are not read in this embodiment. 

Because data is read directly from the data sources, it is necessary to maintain a 
current location within each source. After a span has been rasterized, the location is 
updated such that the next time a span is generated from this source, the read begins at the 
updated location. For example, if video is being displayed as part of an image, then the 
video portion of the image corresponds to vertically related spans. Each span is read once 
per line. It is necessary to ensure that the proper video data is read by maintaining where 
the data for the next span begins. The data that is read for each span corresponds to the 
pixel data that is needed to generate the pixels located in the span. 

Figure 5 is a block diagram of a control structure 500 that contains image context 
information. Usually, the image context information is parsed as Direct Memory Access 
(DMA) commands and data control streams. The control structure 500 includes headers 
that correspond to the spans, lines, and slices of an image as previously discussed. The 
control structure 500 includes an image header 504 that effectively defines an image. The 
next header in the control structure 500 is a slice header 505. The number of slice headers 
505 in the control structure 500 is dependent on the number of slices in an image. 
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Within each slice header 505 is at least one span header 506 and within each span 
leader 506 is at least one stream packet 507. Thus, there are N stream headers per span, M 
;pan headers per slice, and X slice headers per image. In memory, only one line is 
iescribed per slice, but the DMA is configured to repeatedly load the same context 
^formation for each line in the slice. An offset is maintained to keep track of where the 
source last provided data. This is needed because as the next line of an image is displayed 
3r rasterized, the appropriate data from the source should be accessed and the offset helps 
ensure that the source is providing the proper data. The context information stored in the 
control structure 500 also contains blending instructions. 

The headers described in Figure 5 typically identify the sources, the offset into the 
sources, blending instructions including multipliers, and the like. Even though the control 
structure 500 can be used to display images continuously, it is also able to utilize image 
buffers. Also, the control structure 500 is able to support both progressive displays and 
interlaced displays. 

Figure 6 is a block diagram depicting an image that is being composited using less 
than full size buffers. In this example, the source of the image is a Moving Pictures 
Experts Group (MPEG) source. The image composited on the display is not composited 
using full size image buffers, rather the image is read from the source. The buffers shown 
in Figure 6 are for decoding and resizing the source data. However, it is possible to also 
include less than full size buffers if needed. MPEG decoding occurs at step 601, resizing 
occurs at step 602 and compositing occurs at step 603. Each step is working on a different 
portion of the image in a progressive fashion. 

Figure 6 illustrates the MPEG decode output buffer 606 and the resize output buffer 
605 of a source 608 and the MPEG decode output buffer 610 and the resize output buffer 
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61 1 of a source 609. Figure 6 also shows a portion of an image 604 being displayed on the 
display 600. Instead of using full size buffers to accomplish the decoding and the resizing 
functions on the sources 608 and 609, quarter size buffers are used in this example. 
However, this approach to dividing the buffers can extend to various sizes. 

In this example, the output image 603 is divided into four image portions. While 
the first image portion is being displayed on the display 600, the second image portion is 
being resized in the resizing output buffers 605 and 61 1 . It is important to understand that 
the image 603 is composited directly from the resizing buffers and that the image 604 is 
not first composited into a separate image buffer, although a less than full size image 
buffer may be utilized. While the second image portion is being resized, a third image 
portion is being decoded by an MPEG unit into the MPEG decode output buffers 606 and 
610. 

After the third image portion has been decoded, it is resized and then composited. 
In this manner, the image can be displayed while lowering the amount of memory that is 
required to buffer the various operations that are performed on the source data. Each 
quarter size buffer is working on a next portion of the image and in this manner, the image 
is continuously displayed. Because the data is read from the resizing buffer and displayed 
as previously noted, a full double image buffer is not required in this instance. In this 
example, the buffering requirements are reduced by 75%. 

Figure 7 illustrates an exemplary blending module for blending data streams from 
sources having different color spaces. An important feature of the blending module 700 is 
that the number of color space conversions is minimized. The blending module 700 is 
configured to receive up to four separate data streams in this example. It is understood that 
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;he blending module 700 can be configured to accept fewer or more data streams for 
blending. 

In block 701, the data streams are received at the blending module 700. Each of the 
data streams is usually formatted to a particular color space, such as RGB or YUV. In the 
case of RGB and YUV stream data, each component in each color space uses 8 bits 
representing values from 0 to 255 and the component values that are received in these data 
streams are encoded representations of actual component values. Actual component values 
are often signed values and have a limited range. When the actual component values are 
encoded, an offset is usually applied. For example, in the YUV color space, Y (luma) is an 
unsigned value and the valid range of Y is 0 to 219. An offset of 16 may be applied when 
encoding the Y component such that the encoded range of Y is 16 to 235. Similarly, U and 
V components are signed values with a range of -1 12 to 1 12. An offset of 128 is applied 
when encoding the U and V components such that the encoded range of the U and V 
components is 16 to 240. In block 701, the offset applied during the encoding process is 
removed from the data streams to ensure that each data stream is centered around zero for 
signed component values or starts at zero for unsigned component values. The offset is 
needed in order to correctly blend data streams from different color spaces. More 
generally, the offset allows multipliers and alpha values to be consistently applied. 

In block 702 a data stream constant may be substituted for any of the data streams. 
The data stream constant useful for supplying a constant color without the need for the 
constant source image to be stored and read from memory. Examples of a data stream 
constant include when a blue screen is displayed when a computer system is booting, 
blending to a constant color, or fading to a black transition. 
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In block 703, each of the data streams is pre-scaled before the data streams are 
lended. The scaling factor (shown as alphaMixed#) can be a constant value per data 
tream, an alpha value from one of the input data streams, a color key alpha value from one 
if the data streams, or any combination thereof and the like. A constant alpha may be 
ised, for example, to select a certain percentage of each data stream. This is particularly 
useful when cross fading images from more than one source, when applying a vertical 
liter using multiple data streams for successive lines of the input image, and the like. An 
dpha value taken from one of the data streams is useful when blending an overlay on top 
jf a background image. Also, block 703 allows the data streams to be inverted if 
aecessary, which is especially useful when one image source is being subtracted from 

another image source. 

In this example, block 704 contains two blending units: Blend Unit A and Blend 
Unit B. Each blending unit in this example simply adds together all of the pre-scaled 
inputs that are provided to the blending unit. In this example, Blend Unit A is intended for 
the data streams which are in a different color space than the display device. Blend Unit B 
is intended for the data streams which are in the same color space as the display device or 
are in color spaces that can be related via a multiplier per component, such as the YIQ 
color space and the YUV color space. Because each data stream is an input to each 
blending unit, those data stream inputs that are in a color space that is not intended for the 
relevant blending unit are zeroed such that they do not affect the blend. In this manner, 
each blending unit in block 704 blends data streams that are from the same color space. If 
additional simultaneous color spaces are desired, more blending units can be added. 

Because the blending units are each blending data streams from a single color space 
and because a display device typically configured for one of those color spaces, there is 
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iy a need for a single color space converter. Block 705 is a color space converter that 
•nverts, for example RGB data to YUV data or YUV data to RGB data. It is also 
>ssible to wrap in hue, saturation, and contrast adjustments into the color space converter. 
ie block 706 is a pixel multiplier that can individually adjust the scale of the components 
'the color space. This is useful for the scaling that is required to convert the YIQ color 
>ace to the YUV color space. Block 707 is blending unit that blends the outputs of the 
lending units included in block 704. In one example, the block 707 is an adder that 
mply adds the resultant data streams, which are now in the same color space, into a single 
tended data stream output. 

In block 708, the resulting data stream is clamped to a color space and the offset is 
pplied such that the data stream of encoded components is again in valid ranges. In block 
09, the data stream is filtered and output. In this manner, the blending module 700 is able 
) effectively blend data streams that are from different color spaces while minimizing the 
ata loss that occurs when a data stream is converted to other color spaces. More 
pecifically, the data loss that occurs when a data stream is converted to a different color 
pace is minimized because the number of color space conversions is preferably limited to 
i single conversion. 

Figure 8 is a block diagram that illustrates a portion of an image that is subject to 
lickering. In this example, the display device is an interlaced device but other device 
ypes may be used. The image 800 includes, in this example, an image portion 806 that is 
subject to flickering. More specifically, the span 802 is on the line 805 and in an interlaced 
Dr similar display, the span 802 is shown only half of the time and is therefore subject to 
flickering. 
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The span 802 is typically an edge, for example, of a graphic 801 or other data that 
.s being displayed. The span 802 usually has vertically adjacent spans 803 and 804. By 
lending the spans 803 and 804 with the span 802 when the span 802 is sent to the display, 
;he flicker of the image portion is eliminated or reduced. Thus, the image data that 
corresponds to the spans 803 and 804 are used as additional sources for the generation of 
the span 802 as previously described. The spans 802, 803, and 804 are blended as 
described previously. Because the spans 802, 803, and 804 are from the same source, it is 
possible to blend them using a ratio. Alternatively, the span 802 may be generated or 
displayed on a display device using only the span 802 and span 803 as sources. 

The present invention may be embodied in other specific forms without departing 
from its spirit or essential characteristics. The described embodiments are to be considered 
in all respects only as illustrative and not restrictive. The scope of the invention is, 
therefore, indicated by the appended claims rather than by the foregoing description. All 
changes which come within the meaning and range of equivalency of the claims are to be 
embraced within their scope. 

What is claimed and desired to be secured by United States Letters Patent is: 
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L In a system including a display device for displaying an image, the image 
laving one or more sources, a method for compositing the image, the method comprising 
he acts of: 

dividing the image into one or more slices, each slice including at least one 

line; 

dividing each line in each slice into at least one span, wherein each span has 
at least one associated source included in the one or more sources and each line in 
each slice has the same associated sources; 

for each span in each line, reading data from the associated source without 
using an image buffer; and 

displaying the data on the display device. 

2. A method as defined in claim 1, wherein the act of reading data from the 
associated source further comprises the step of loading each associated source in memory. 

3. A method as defined in claim 1, further comprising the act of creating a 
control structure having context information for the image. 

4. A method as defined in claim 3, wherein the control structure comprises: 
an image header; 

one or more slice headers associated with the image header; 
one or more span headers associated with each slice header; and 
one or more stream headers associated with each span header. 
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5. A method as defined in claim 3 5 wherein the act of reading data further 
ses the act of reading contiguous pixel data for each span from each associated 



6. A method as defined in claim 1, wherein the step of reading data further 
comprises the act of blending the one or more sources. 

7. A method as defined in claim 6, wherein the act of blending the one or more 
sources further comprises the acts of: 

blending, in a first blend unit, each of the one or more sources having a first 

color space; 

blending, in a second blend unit, each of the one or more sources having a 

second color space; 

converting an output of the first blend unit to the second color space; and 
blending the converted output of the first blend unit with a second output of 

the second blend unit to produce a blended output. 

8. A method as defined in claim 1, further comprising the act of refraining 
from reading some of the one or more sources if data from another one of the sources is 
visible and opaque. 

9. A method as defined in claim 1, wherein the act of reading data further 
comprises the act of filtering a span using vertically adjacent spans. 
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10. In a system including a display device for displaying an image, each image 
being generated from one or more sources, each source having data, a method for 
compositing the image, the method comprising the acts of: 

generating a control structure having context information describing the 
image, wherein the context information identifies the one or more sources; 

reading the data of the one or more sources according to the context 
information without storing the data in an image buffer; and 

displaying the read data on the display device as the data is read from the 
one or more sources. 

11. A method as defined in claim 10, wherein the act of generating the control 
structure further comprises the act of dividing the image into one or more slices, each slice 
having one or more lines and each line having one or more spans, wherein at least one of 
the one or more sources is associated with each span and wherein each at least one source 
provides a data stream for the associated span. 

12. A method as defined in claim 1 1, wherein the control structure comprises: 
one or more slice headers defining the one or more slices; 

for each slice header, one or more span headers defining the one or more 
spans; and 

for each span header, one or more steam headers defining one or more data 
streams. 
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13. A method as defined in claim 10, further comprising the act of loading the 
or more sources in memory of the system. 



14. A method as defined in claim 10, wherein the act of reading the data further 
comprises the act of blending the data, wherein the data is obtained from one or more data 

streams. 



15, A method as defined in claim 14, wherein the act of blending the data 
further comprises the acts of: 

blending all of the one or more data streams having a first color space into a 
first output; 

blending all of the one or more data streams having a second color space 
into a second output; 

converting the first output to the second color space; and 
blending the first output with the second output. 

16. A method as defined in claim 10, wherein the act of reading the data further 
comprises the act of filtering a span using vertically adjacent spans, wherein the data of the 
vertically adjacent spans are sources. 
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17. In a system including a display device for displaying an image, a method 
for reducing the flicker of a portion of the image, the method comprising the acts of: 

reading data from a source, wherein the data is the portion of the image that 
is subject to flickering, and wherein the data defines a span included in a line; 

reading previous data from the source, wherein the previous data 
corresponds to a previous span in a previous line, wherein the previous span is 
vertically adjacent to the span; 

reading next data from the source, wherein the next data corresponds to a 
next span in a next line and wherein the next span is vertically adjacent to the span; 
and 

blending the previous data, the data, and the next data such that the flicker 
that would otherwise exist at the portion of the image is reduced. 

18. A method as defined in claim 17, wherein the data comprises a first data 
stream, the previous data comprises a second data stream, and the next data comprises a 
third data stream. 

19. A method as defined in claim 18, the act of blending further comprises the 

acts of: 

receiving the first data stream, second data stream, and third data stream at a 
blending module; 

blending the first data stream, second data stream, and third data stream at a 
blending unit to produce an output data stream; 
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if the output data stream is in a color space that is different from the display 
device color space, converting the output data stream to the display device color 
space; and 

displaying the output data stream on the display device, 

20. A method as defined in claim 17, wherein the display device displays 
images using interlaced fields, the method further comprising the act of displaying the 
image including the span included in the line, on the display device. 
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21 . In a system that composites images from one or more sources for display on 
a display device, a method for blending data streams from the one or more sources, the 
method comprising the acts of: 

receiving the data streams at a blending unit, wherein each of the data 
streams has a color space; 

directing the data streams having the same color space one or more 
blending units, wherein each blending unit has an associated color space; 

blending, by each blending unit, the data streams having the color space that 
is the same as the associated color space of the blending unit to produce outputs; 

converting the outputs to a single color space; and 

blending the outputs to produce an image data stream. 

22. A method a defined in claim 21, wherein the single color space is one of 
RGB and YUV. 

23. A method as defined in claim 21, further comprising the act of reading the 
image data to the display device. 

24. A method as defined in claim 21, wherein the act of receiving the data 
streams further comprises the act of offsetting the data streams. 

25. A method as defined in claim 24 wherein the act of offsetting the data 
streams further comprises the act of centering the data streams around zero. 
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26. A method as defined in claim 21, wherein the act of blending, by each 
blending unit, further comprises the act of zeroing the data streams at the one or more 
blending units whose color space is not the same as the associated color space of the one or 
more blending unit. 

27. A method as defined in claim 21, wherein the act of directing the data 
streams further comprises the act of multiplying the data streams by an alpha factor. 
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ABSTRACT OF THE DISCLOSURE 

Systems and methods for compositing an image directly from multiple source 
image data for reducing system memory footprint and bandwidth and for improving color 
quality of the image. The image is divided into spans, lines, and slices. Each line includes 
at least one span and each slice includes at least one line. All lines in a slice have spans 
associated with identical sources. An image is composited by reading the image data 
directly from one or more sources of each span. If necessary, the sources are blended. A 
control structure is used to provide the image context and identifies the sources of the 
spans. The control structure includes headers for each data stream from each source of 
each span. Also, the color quality of the image is improved by reducing the number of 
color space conversions that occur as the image is composited. All sources in the same 
color space are blended before being blended with sources from other color spaces. 
Preferably, no more than a single color conversion is required. 
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Express Mailing Label No: EL695574958US 



PATENT APPLICATION 
Docket No: 14531.74 



DECLARATION, POWER OF ATTORNEY, AND PETITION 



We, 



(1) 



Name: 
Address: 



Donald M. Gray, HI 



Citizenship: 



926 Sanchez Street 

San Francisco, CA 94114 

United States of America 



(2) 



Name: 
Address: 



John Allen Tardif 

1507 Pam Lane 

San Jose, California 95120 

United States of America 



Citizenship: 



declare: that our citizenship, residence addresses, and post office addresses are as set forth 
above; that we verily believe we are the original, first, and joint inventors of the subject matter of the 
invention or discovery entitled "COMPOSITING IMAGES FROM MULTIPLE SOURCES," for 
which a patent is sought and which is described and claimed in the specification attached hereto; and 
that we acknowledge the duty to disclose information which is material to the examination of this 



application in accordance with Section 1.56(a) of Title 37 of the Code of Federal Regulations. 

We declare further that all statements made herein of our own knowledge are true and that all 
statements made on information and belief are believed to be true; and further that these statements 
were made with the knowledge that willful, false statements and the like so made are punishable by 
fine or imprisonment, or both, under Section 1001 of Title 18 of the United States Code, and that 
such willful, false statements may jeopardize the validity of the application or any patent issuing 
thereon. 



We hereby appoint as our attorneys and/or patent agents all listed under Customer 
No. 022913; and DANIEL D. CROUSE, Registration No. 32,022; and KATIE SAKO, Registration 



i 



No. 32,628, of MICROSOFT CORPORATION, One Microsoft Way, Redmond, Washington 98052, 
with full power to prosecute this application and to transact all business in the Patent and Trademark 
Office connected therewith. All correspondence and telephonic communications should be directed 
to: 

RICKD. NYDEGGER 
WORKMAN, NYDEGGER & SEELEY 
1000 Eagle Gate Tower 
60 East South Temple 
Salt Lake City, Utah 84111 

Wherefore, we pray that Letters Patent be granted to us for the invention or discovery 
described and claimed in the foregoing specification and claims, declaration, power of attorney, and 
this petition. 



Signed at Mountain View, California, this ' day of L/ C U^^r 2000. 
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Inventor: </ 




D&fald M. Gray m 
926 Sanchez Street 
San Francisco, California 94114 



Signed at Mountain View, California, this . day of _ 

OrJbdir 2000 



Inventor: l/W^ (JiM. 




John Allen Tardi' 
1507 Pam Lane 
San Jose, California 95120 
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